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Policy  Statement  on  Surgical  Services  Released 


The  Alberta  government  has 
continually  expressed  its 
commitment  to  maintaining  a 
quality,  publicly  funded  health 
system  in  the  province,  providing 
access  to  necessary  medical  and 
hospital  services  to  all  Albertans 
when  they  need  them. 

To  confirm  that  commitment, 
government  has  released  proposed 
principles  for  Alberta’s  publicly 
funded  and  administered  health 
system  of  the  future.  Those 
principles  highlight  government’s 
commitment  to  publicly  funded 
health  care  and  to  the  principles 
contained  in  the  Canada  Health  Act. 
They  will  guide  the  development  of 
legislation  for  introduction  in  the 
spring  2000  session  of  the 
legislature. 

The  planned  legislation  would 
confirm  in  law  the  government’s 
commitment  to  a publicly  funded 
and  publicly  administered  health 
system  in  the  province.  The 
legislation  would  prohibit  the 
development  of  any  parallel,  two-tier 
private  health  system  in  Alberta  and 
ensure  that  no  private  surgical 
facilities  would  operate  outside  of 
the  control  of  the  public  system. 

The  planned  legislation  would  also 
enable  the  health  system  to  continue 
to  look  for  new  and  innovative  ways 
to  deliver  publicly  funded  health 
services  to  Alberta’s  increasing  and 
aging  population. 

The  principles  in  the  policy 
statement  and  proposed  criteria  for 
any  contracting  between  the  publicly 
funded  system  and  privately 
operated  surgical  facilities  are 
consistent  with  recommendations  of 


the  Blue  Ribbon  independent  panel 
which  reviewed  government’s 
previously  proposed  Bill  37  (see  April 
1999  issue  of  Update  on  Health  in 
Alberta).  The  panel  concluded 
government’s  intent  with  Bill  37  was 
to  protect  the  publicly  funded  health 
system. 

The  private  sector  has  long  played  a 
valuable  role  in  supporting  the  public 
system,  whether  through  individual 
doctors’  offices,  privately  owned 
pharmacies,  or  privately  operated 
long  term  care  centers  under  contract 
to  health  authorities.  What  is 

Some  of  the  key  features  of  the  policy 

statement  include: 

• Government  is  committed  to  the  overall 
principles  of  excellence,  public 
administration,  comprehensiveness, 
universality,  portability  and  accessibility. 

• All  Albertans  have  access  to  insured 
services  on  a fair  and  equitable  basis 
through  the  publicly  funded  and 
administered  health  system. 

• No  Albertans  would  pay  for  medically 
necessary  surgical  services,  and  no  person 
would  be  allowed  to  pay  directly  to  obtain 
faster  service. 

• There  would  be  no  private  hospitals  outside 
of  the  public  system,  no  two-tier  health 
system  and  no  queue  jumping. 

• Health  authorities  are  responsible  for  all 
insured  surgical  services. 

• Private  providers  of  surgical  services  would 
operate  only  under  contract  or  agreement 
with  a health  authority. 

• Health  authorities  could  contract  for  insured 
surgical  services  with  private  providers 
when  such  contracts  could  improve  access 
to  services,  improve  efficiency  in  the 
delivery  of  services,  or  reduce  waiting  lists. 


important  is  not  who  delivers  the 
service,  but  that  the  service  meets 
the  needs  of  Albertans  in  an  efficient 
and  effective  manner,  and  is  paid  for 
and  administered  by  the  public 
system. 

Albertans  are  invited  to  obtain  a 
copy  of  the  policy  statement  either 
from  Alberta  Health  and  Wellness 
Communications  at  (780)  427-7164 
or  the  internet  at  http://www.health. 
gov.  ab.  ca/whatsnew/newpolicy.html 
and  provide  their  input  to 
government  before  legislation  is 
introduced  next  spring. 

The  policy  statement  also  sets  out  the 
details  of  the  proposed  criteria  that 
would  be  considered  by  the  Minister  of 
Health  and  Wellness  before  approval  of 
any  contract  between  a health  authority 
and  a privately  operated  surgical  facility 
to  provide  insured  surgical  services,  or 
any  agreement  to  provide  uninsured 
services.  They  include: 

• Compliance  with  the  Alberta 
government's  principles  for  the  health 
system  and  with  the  principles  of  the 
Canada  Health  Act 

• Accreditation  of  the  private  surgical 
facility  by  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  of  Alberta  for  the  services  to 
be  contracted 

• A demonstrated  need  for  the  services  to 
be  provided 

• A demonstrated  "net  benefit"  of  the 
contract,  including  impact  on  accessibility 
and  cost  effectiveness 

• Any  current  or  future  impact  on  the 
publicly  funded  system 

• Whether  or  not  the  public  interest  and 
the  best  interest  of  the  publicly  funded 
health  system  would  be  served 


Health  Authorities  Receive 
One-Time  Funding  Increase 


Alberta’s  health  authorities  will  have 
more  money  for  patient  care  and  to 
improve  access  to  quality  health 
services  as  a result  of  a major  one- 
time investment  by  the  Alberta 
government. 

A $216  million  one-time  allocation 
has  been  made  to  all  health 
authorities  in  the  province  to 
eliminate  any  accumulated  debt,  as 
well  as  to  reward  those  authorities 
that  have  managed  within  balanced 
budgets. 

Eliminating  health  authority  debt 
frees  more  dollars  for  health 
authorities  to  direct  into  improved 
patient  care,  and  gives  them  more 
flexibility  to  address  local  pressure 
points  in  their  regions. 

This  investment  in  health,  along  with 


those  previously  announced  this 
year,  reaffirms  government’s 
commitment  to  a quality,  publicly 
funded  health  system  in  the 
province,  responds  directly  to  the 
recommendations  of  Health 
Summit  ’99,  and  reaffirms  that 
health  is  a priority  with  the  Alberta 
government. 

While  this  additional  one-time 
funding  will  give  all  health 
authorities  a clean  financial  slate, 
and  reward  good  management,  it 
was  possible  because  of  the  strong 
economic  climate  in  Alberta  this 
year.  Health  authorities  will  be 
expected  to  continue  to  exercise 
good  management  practices  and 
appropriate  resource  utilization,  and 
to  work  within  balanced  budgets  in 
the  future. 


NEW  VISION  FOR 
HEALTHY  AGING 
RECOMMENDED 


The  final  report  of  the  Long  Term 
Care  Review,  entitled  Healthy 
Aging:  New  Directions  for  Care, 
describes  a new  vision  of  aging  in 
Alberta  for  the  21st  century  and 
guiding  principles  to  help  the 
health  system  respond  to  Alberta’s 
aging  population.  Healthy  Aging 
contains  50  recommendations  to 
government  relating  to  seniors’ 
health  and  continuing  care 
services,  and  the  best  ways  to 
implement  those 
recommendations. 

Government  is  now  seriously 
considering  each  of  the  50 
recommendations  and  is  asking 
health  authorities,  government 
departments,  health  stakeholders 
and  Albertans  for  their  comments, 
priorities  and  suggestions  on  how 
best  to  implement  the 
recommendations. 

The  recommendations  and 
subsequent  feedback  will  serve  as 
the  basis  for  planning  continuing 
care  strategies,  expectations  and 
targets  in  the  next  three-year 
health  business  plan  and  budget. 
Recommendations  from  the  Long 
Term  Care  Review  will  join  those 
from  the  Health  System  Lunding 
Review  and  the  Health  Summit  to 
provide  a solid  foundation  for 
future  health  policies  and  services 
delivered  to  Albertans. 

In  response  to  short  term  needs 
identified  in  the  report, 
government  has  announced 
Alberta’s  long  term  care  system 
will  receive  an  immediate  increase 
of  $15  million  per  year.  The  new 
funding  will  be  used  to  address 


ALBERTA  HEALTH  AND  WELLNESS 

ONE-TIME  FUNDING  ($000) 

Health  Authorities 

Per  Capita 
Funding 

Accumulated 

Deficit 

31 -Mar-99 

Province 

Wide  Services 
Funding 

Total 

Chinook 

$ 5,357 

$ 

$ $ 

5,357 

Polliser 

3,280 

3,280 

Headwaters 

2,679 

2,679 

Calgary 

33,400 

40,514 

19,000 

92,914 

Health  Authority  #5 

1,966 

437 

2,403 

David  Thompson 

6,930 

6,930 

East  Central 

3,731 

3,731 

WestView 

3,306 

2,488 

5,794 

Crossroads 

1,439 

618 

2,057 

Capital 

29,549 

15,376 

22,000 

66,925 

Aspen 

2,984 

2,984 

Lakeland 

3,890 

193 

4,083 

Mistahia 

3,300 

3,300 

Peace 

724 

724 

Keeweetinok 

944 

944 

Northern  Lights 

1,473 

29 

1,502 

Northwestern 

727 

727 

Alberta  Cancer  Board  ^ 

3,053 

3,053 

Alberta  Mental  Health  Board  ^ 

6,289 

6,289 

TOTAL  all  Health  Authorities 

$ 115,021 

$ 59,655 

$ 41,000  $ 215,676 

’ Per  capita  funding  is  based  on  the  proiected  1 999-2000  population. 

^ Funding  is  comparable  to  amounts  provided  to  regional  health  authorities. 

Government  Supports  Health 
Summit  ’99  Recommendations 


immediate  pressure  points  in  home 
I care,  long  term  care  and  waiting 
I lists  for  long  term  care  beds.  It  will 
’ also  be  used  to  implement  an 

I enhanced  assessment  and 

; coordinated  access  process  and 

staff  training  for  continuing  care 
services. 

The  Long  Term  Care  Review  was 
announced  by  Health  and  Wellness 
Minister  Halvar  Jonson  in 
November  1997  and  was  guided  by 
the  Long  Term  Care  Policy 
Advisory  Committee,  chaired  by 
Dave  Broda,  MLA,  Redwater. 

The  final  report  and  a 
questionnaire  on  the 
recommendations  are  available 
from  Alberta  Health  and  Wellness 
Communications,  and  on  the 
Internet  at  http:// 

WWW.  health,  gou.  ab.  ca/key/ 
keylong.html  Responses  to  the 
questionnaire  should  be  forwarded 
no  later  than  January  7,  2000. 

Long  term  strategies  outlined  in  Healthy 

Aging  focus  on  encouraging  a 

fundamentally  new  and  different  approach 

to  continuing  care  in  the  future. 

Recommended  strategies  include: 

• Establishing  healthy  aging  as  a priority 
for  government 

• Adopting  primary  health  care  models 
and  comprehensive  integrated  care 
strategies  for  providing  services  to  older 
people 

• Placing  a priority  on  people  remaining 
in  their  own  homes  and  supportive 
living  arrangements 

• Establishing  a new  generation  of 
continuing  care  centres 

• Increasing  the  number  of  qualified 
professionals  and  health  care  providers 
working  with  older  people 

• Expanding  geriatric  training  for  these 
professionals  and  providers 

• Holding  a conference  on  the  use  and 
effectiveness  of  drugs  for  seniors 

• Establishing  a new  Continuing  Care  Act 
to  ensure  consistent  standards, 
appropriate  monitoring  and  clear 
responsibilities  for  organizations 
involved  in  continuing  care 


The  Alberta  government  has 
accepted  in  principle  all  of  the 
recommendations  of  Health  Summit 
’99,  and  is  confident  these  directions 
and  strategies  are  what  Albertans 
want  from  their  health  care  system 
over  the  coming  years. 

The  recommendations  from  the 
Health  Summit  (see  February  and 
April  1999  issues  of  Update  on 
Health  in  Alberta]  will  now  serve  as 
the  basis  of  the  next  Alberta  Health 
and  Wellness  three-year  business 
planning  and  budget  process. 
Government  will  keep  Albertans 
informed  about  a number  of  new 
initiatives  and  the  progress  of 
current  initiatives  and  actions 
through  regular  updates  and  its 
annual  report. 

Health  Summit  ’99  took  place  in 
Calgary  on  February  25  - 27,  1999. 
Two  hundred  participants  attended 
and  represented  a wide  range  of 
health  professionals,  administrators, 
educators,  and  other  individuals  and 
organizations  directly  involved  or 
working  in  the  health  system.  As 
well,  an  equal  number  of  randomly 
selected  Albertans  chosen  from 
across  the  province  also  attended. 

Government’s  response  to  the  final 
report  is  available  from  the 
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Aricept,  the  only  approved  drug 
treatment  for  Alzheimer’s  disease, 
has  been  added  to  the  Alberta  Health 
and  Wellness  Drug  Benefit  List. 
Aricept  is  used  to  slow  the 
progression  of  Alzheimer’s  in  the 
mild  to  moderate  stages  of  the 
disease. 

Including  Aricept  on  the  Drug 
Benefit  List  will  benefit  1,100 
Alzheimer’s  patients,  who  presently 
pay  for  the  medication  themselves.  It 
is  estimated  that  approximately 
7,300  Albertans  are  in  the  mild  to 
moderate  stage  of  the  disease. 


Communications  Branch  of  Alberta 
Health  and  Wellness  or  on  the  internet 

at  http://www.health.gov.ab.ca 

Government's  key  commitments  include: 

• Continue  to  support  a comprehensive 
publicly  funded  and  publicly  administered 
health  care  system  with  necessary  funding. 

• Establish  a process  for  health  planning  to 
develop  long-term  plans  for  Alberta's  health 
system  through  active  consultation  with 
Albertans. 

• Respond  to  the  recommendations  of  the 
Long  Term  Care  Review  and  address  the 
increased  needs  of  an  aging  population. 

• Develop  new  long-term  strategies  to 
promote  healthy  lifestyles  and  help 
Albertans  protect  their  health  by  preventing 
illness  and  injury. 

• Set  governance  expectations  for  health 
authority  boards,  which  require  them  to 
have  comprehensive  communications 
programs  to  inform  the  public  about  how  to 
obtain  services,  how  to  register  concerns 
and  how  to  deal  with  health  emergencies. 

• Expand  future  telehealth  applications  to 
include  other  medical  specialties  such  as 
dermatology,  ophthalmology,  ultrasound 


The  move  is  expected  to  add 
approximately  $3  to  4 million  in 
expenditures  for  the  drug  program 
each  year.  While  Aricept  is  not  a 
cure  for  this  devastating  disease,  it 
offers  hope  and  an  improved  quality 
of  life  for  Alzheimer’s  patients,  their 
families  and  loved  ones. 

Adding  Aricept  to  the  Drug  Benefit 
List  addresses  one  of  the  concerns  of 
the  Long  Teriu  Gare  Review  and 
confirms  government’s  commitment 
to  meeting  the  needs  of  patients  and, 
in  particular,  addressing  quality-of- 
life  issues  for  Alzheimer’s  patients. 


Alzheimer’s  Disease  Drug  Added  to  Benefit  List 


Funding  Increase  For  New  Long  Term 
Care  Beds  and  Facility  Modernization 


A total  of  $265.8  million  in  health 
capital  funds  has  been  allocated  to 
add  new  long-term  care  beds  and 
replace  or  renovate  existing  health 
facilities  in  the  province. 

The  new  funding  includes  $115 
million  over  the  next  three  years  to 
develop  1,090  new  continuing  care 
beds,  including  370  additional  beds 
and  replacing  720  existing  beds  in 
older  facilities.  $110  million  has  also 
been  approved  over  the  next  five 
years  to  modernize  two  of  the  oldest 
health  facilities  in  the  province. 


Alberta  Hospital  Ponoka  and  the 
Manning  Health  Centre. 

An  additional  $30  million  has  been 
approved  this  year  for  other  urgent 
building  upgrading  needs,  and  the 
purchase  of  high-cost  medical 
equipment  and  new  technology. 
Another  $10  million  has  been 
approved  for  the  Healthy  Aging 
Partnerships  Initiative  to  develop  more 
community-based  supportive  housing 
in  rural  areas. 

When  combined  with  projects 
currently  underway,  nearly  2,000  new 


New  Health  Information  Act  Introduced 


A new  Health  Information  Act, 
introduced  recently  in  the  Alberta 
Legislature,  sets  clear  rules  that 
everyone  can  understand  about 
protecting  personal  health 
information  and  making  sure  that 
health  information  can  be  used 
carefully  and  appropriately  to 
improve  care  and  management  of 
Alberta’s  health  system. 

With  more  information  now  being 
stored  and  shared  electronically  in  a 
variety  of  different  sectors,  special 
safeguards  need  to  be  in  place  with 
relation  to  health  information.  This 
bill  will  ensure  that  an  individual’s 
consent  will  be  required  before 
personal  health  information  can  be 
shared  electronically. 

The  new  act  is  designed  to  build  on 
the  way  the  health  system  works 
today  but  will  make  certain  that 
there  are  adequate  safeguards  in 
place.  Custodians,  who  are  the 
people  responsible  for  maintaining 
and  protecting  health  information, 
will  explain  to  individuals  why 
certain  information  is  being 
collected.  People  will  be  asked  to 
give  their  consent  before  their  health 
information  can  be  disclosed  for 
certain  purposes. 


A guide  entitled  Setting  the  Rules: 
What  does  Alberta’s  New  Health 
Information  Act  Mean  For  You?  has 
been  created  to  provide  direction  in 
understanding  the  legislation.  A 
shorter  version  of  this  guide  is  also 
available  and  additional  copies  of 
both  are  available  by  contacting 
Alberta  Health  and  Wellness 
Communications  at  (780)  427-7164. 

The  purposes  of  the  new  Health  Information 

Actoie  to: 

• Provide  every  Albertan  with  o right  to 
access  their  own  health  information 

• Give  people  the  right  to  ask  for  their  health 
information  to  be  corrected  or  amended 

• Prescribe  the  rules  for  collection,  use  and 
disclosure  of  health  information  to  make 
sure  that  only  the  most  limited  information 
is  collected,  used  and  disclosed  and  with 
the  highest  degree  of  anonymity 

• Enable  health  information  to  be  shared 
where  appropriate  to  provide  health 
services  and  manage  the  health  system 

• Establish  strong  and  effective  mechanisms 
to  protect  the  privacy  of  individuals'  health 
information 

• Establish  strong  and  effective  remedies  if 
the  rules  are  broken 

• Provide  for  independent  reviews  of 
decisions  made  about  health  information 
and  a process  for  resolving  complaints 


or  upgraded  continuing  care  beds, 
including  650  additional  beds,  will  be 
available  to  Albertans  needing 
continuing  care  over  the  next  three  to 
four  years.  This  includes  260 
additional  beds  in  Edmonton  and  220 
in  Calgary. 

The  final  report  of  the  Long  Term 
Care  Review  recommends  addressing 
current  pressure  points  in  Alberta’s 
continuing  care  system  resulting  from 
an  increasing  older  population.  The 
capital  funding  for  650  additional 
continuing  care  beds  and  the  Healthy 
Aging  Partnerships  Initiative  responds 
directly  to  recommendations  of  that 
report. 

Priority  has  also  been  given  to 
upgrading  and  replacing  health 
facilities  having  the  most  serious 
physical  and  functional  deficiencies, 
particularly  in  the  long-term  care  and 
mental  health  sectors. 

Government  is  committed  to  ensuring 
that  Albertans  are  provided  with 
appropriate  and  safe  health  care 
facilities.  Additional  long-term  care 
bed  capacity  has  been  targeted  to 
communities  where  they  are  most 
needed  at  this  time. 

Waiting  lists  for  continuing  care 
placement  should  decrease,  and  fewer 
acute  care  beds  will  be  occupied  by 
patients  who  should  be  cared  for 
more  appropriately  in  continuing  care. 
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Alberta  Health  and  Wellness 
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For  more  information  on  the  health  system 
in  our  province,  check  out  Alberta  Health 
and  Wellness'  internet  site: 

http://www.health.gov.ab.ca 
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